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Welcome to the first issue of the Oklahoma Municipal League’s 2014 weekly legislative 
bulletin. This bulletin will inform you about what’s happening in the Legislature. It is 
intended to give a brief look at important issues facing cities and towns. As well, we hope 
it will give municipal officials insight into the legislative process and the importance of our 
collective, united voice to obtain a positive influence in the Legislature. 
 

Exciting Times at the Capitol – Elections & Legislation 
 

This legislative session promises to be an exciting one, not only due to the thousands of 
bills that have been filed, but also the political environment with the upcoming elections. 
This year there will be elections for Governor, a U.S. Senate seat, Congressional District 
5, Corporation Commission seat and many other dominoes which are still falling.  On top 
of that several legislators will serve their last Session due to term limits.  A few legislators 
are leaving their positions after Session and choosing not to run for re-election.  
 
With just over 2,800 bills and joint resolutions filed for the 2014 legislative session and 
over 2,000 being carried over from last session, OML will be busy this year representing 
Oklahoma cities and towns at the State Capitol. Some of the hot topics for the upcoming 
session are pension reform, workers’ comp reform, water, proposed state agency fee 
increases, ambulance district funding, protection of municipal sales tax, and many other 
issues that are driven by the legislators’ constituents.   
 
This year, the Oklahoma Municipal League’s number one priority is to get HB 1875 by 
Rep. McCall and Sen. Jolley passed.  The bill is in prime position to begin moving on the 
first day of Session. OML is hopeful that it will be one of the first bills done during this 
legislative session. We have met with the Governor’s office as well as leadership in the 
House and Senate.  
 
Pension reform will be another huge issue this year.  There have been multiple bills filed 
regarding the various pension systems; however, most of them have been filed as shell 
bills.  OML is hopeful that a fix to address the GASB rule will be implemented this 
session.  They have heard from the State Auditor, Treasurer and President Pro Tempore 
of the Senate stating they want to help the cities and schools with the problem that GASB 
has created for our systems.   
 
As the bills are filed, OML staff is busy reading and analyzing each bill for cities and 
towns as it goes through the legislative process. All together, we are monitoring over 600 
bills with potential municipal impact and the numbers will likely increase as bills are 
amended and committee substitutes approved. These numbers will continue to fluctuate 
as the session moves along and certain bills will become far more important than others. 
Rest assured that as important bills come up, OML will alert you through GRIP Alerts and 
give you the talking points needed to educate your legislator of the importance of the 
municipal position.  
 
 

http://www.oml.org/
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OML’S 2014 STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

 
1. Oklahoma Tax Commission Retention 

Fee – Continue to advocate and work for the 
passage of HB 1875 by Rep. Charles 
McCall (R-Atoka) and Sen. Clark Jolley (R-
Edmond).  The bill reduces the retention fee 
cities and towns pay from 1% to .5% of a 
municipality’s sales tax collections.  To help 
offset the loss of funding to the OTC the bill 
allows the OTC to charge a .4% of 1% to 
collect the state sales and use tax. 

2. Transportation Funding - Continue to 
support the reassessment of motor fuel and 
vehicle taxes to more accurately reflect the 
heavy use of municipal highways, roads and 
streets.  HB 3056 by Rep. Jason Smalley 
(R-Prague) increases the percentage from 
3.1% to 5% of motor vehicle fees going to 
municipalities for roads. 

3. Residential Registration - Oppose HB 
2620 by Rep. Steve Martin (R-Bartlesville) 
has bill filed that would take that right away 
from cities and towns. 

4. Mental Health Transport - Support 
amending the mental health transport 
statutes by allowing municipalities to 
contract with private companies for 
transporting. HB 2842 by Rep. Charles 
McCall (R-Atoka) makes it permissive for 
municipal law enforcement and sheriff’s 
officers to transport patients.  It also 
provides a reimbursement formula for the 
law enforcement agencies to be 
reimbursed.  The bill provides language that 
will allow the departments to contract with a 
third party for transporting too.  Another 
mental health transport bill is HB 3295 by 
Rep. Leslie Osborn (R-Mustang). This bill is 
a shell bill that makes it permissive for 
municipal law enforcement and county 
sheriffs to transport mental health patients to 
facilities.   

5. Volunteer Firefighters - Supports HB 3252 
by Rep. Fred Jordan (R-Jenks) allows an 
individual over the age of 45 to become a 
volunteer firefighter. 

6. Govt’l Tort Claims Act - Support SB 1503 
by Sen. Stanislawski (R-Tulsa) that amends 
the Governmental Tort Claims Act to 
address the Oklahoma Supreme Court’s 
Ruling in the Bosh decision.  

7. Contracts - Support HB 2455 by Rep. Mike 
Turner (R-OKC) amending Title 11, Section 

37-119 regarding how water contracts are 
made with entities outside corporate limits. 

8. Public Competitive Bidding Act - Support 
HB 3251 by Rep. Fred Jordan (R-Jenks) 
which amends Title 61, Section 130(B) of 
the Public Competitive Bidding Act of 1974, 
by increasing the expenditure limit for 
emergency purchases to 50% of the level of 
ODOT & Oklahoma Turnpike Authority 
have.   

 
FUTURE ISSUES 

 
Look for the Legislative Bulletin to highlight bills that 
exemplify the ways in which municipalities are squeezed 
dry. We will also highlight some positive developments 
from the Capitol including bills that we are lobbying on 
behalf of individual members. Be sure to ask your 
legislator this:  How much financial damage does the 
legislature wish to do to municipalities this session?  
 
Cities and towns either win or lose together at the State 
Capitol since it takes a majority of legislators from all 
over the state—whether urban or rural, democrat or 
republican—to carry the day. The number-one ingredient 
for success at the legislature and state agencies is a 
united collective municipal voice. 
 

 
OML/MCO MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT 

 DAY AT THE CAPITOL 
 
OML and Mayors Council of Oklahoma (MCO) will host 
their annual Municipal Government Day on Monday, 
March 10th. This is our time to showcase Oklahoma 
municipalities and local government at the State Capitol. 
OML/MCO uses this opportunity to educate municipal 
officials, legislators, students and the general public 
about legislative issues that impact local government. 
During the day, winners of the "If I Were Mayor" contest 
will be recognized. Also, the Citizens Academy 
Leadership Training Class II will graduate.  
 
We will begin our day at the Judicial Center just across 
the street from the state capitol. After a brief lunch, 
provided by OML, MCO and our event sponsors, 
participants will head over to the 4th Floor Rotunda at the 
Capitol for an exhibition of information booths staffed by 
public and private agency representatives offering a 
variety of services to municipalities. You will have the 
opportunity to meet with your state legislators and 
discuss all of the important issues affecting your 
municipality. Municipal officials are encouraged to bring 
students to the event at no charge for the student. 
 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/hflr/HB1875%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20int/HB/HB3056%20int.pdf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20int/HB/HB2620%20int.pdf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20int/HB/HB2620%20int.pdf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20int/HB/HB2842%20int.pdf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20int/HB/HB3252%20int.pdf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20int/SB/SB1503%20int.pdf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20int/HB/HB2455%20int.pdf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20int/HB/HB3251%20int.pdf
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Municipal officials can directly impact the process by 
participating in the Municipal Government Day at the 
Capitol. This is a great way to learn about the 2014 
legislative issues, interact with your fellow city and town 
officials and speak with legislators at the Capitol. 
 

2014 LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
 

The OML Legislative Committee is comprised of 28 
municipal officials under the leadership of Chairman 
Joan Riley, Assistant City Manager for the City of Enid 
and Vice-Chair Randy Ross, Mayor for the City of 
Choctaw. The Committee meets 7 to 9 times a year to 
review all legislative matters, most especially during the 
legislative session from January to May. OML thanks the 
following municipal officials for their service in assuming 
a leadership role in the vital area of lobbying to promote 
and protect city and town interests at the State Capitol.   
 

Joan Riley, Chairman, Asst City Manager, City of Edmond 
Randy Ross, Mayor, City of Choctaw 
Elzie Smith, City Manager, City of Cleveland 
Alex Damon, Mayor, City of Cordell 
Homer Nicholson, Mayor, City of Ponca City 
Grayson Bottom, City Manager, City of Yukon  
Jeff Shockley, Mayor, City of Poteau 
Terry Humphrey, Code Enforcement, City of Edmond 
Karl Nail, Mayor, City of Newcastle 
Darrell Nemecek, Vice Mayor, City of Ada 
Alan Riffel, City Manager, City of Woodward 
Ken Bartlett, Councilmember, City of Del City  
Joe Don Dunham, City Business Manager, City of Alva 
Steve Hill, Chief of Staff to the Mayor, City of OKC 
Jane Abraham, Community & Govt Affairs Mgr, City of OKC 
Ed Stanton, City Manager, City of Crescent 
Mike Burdge, Mayor, City of Sand Springs 
Curtis Turner, Public Works Director, Town of Hennessey 
Mike Brown, Mayor, City of Weatherford 
Jarred Brejcha, Chief of Staff to Mayor, City of Tulsa 
John Fothergill, Council Aide to Council, City of Tulsa 
Stephen Brinlee, Mayor, City of Wilburton 
Steve Oakley, City Attorney, City of Jenks 
Terri Cleveland, City of Broken Arrow 
Ginger Brown, Ex-Officio Member, Gov’t Relations Officer, 
Cherokee Nation 
Larry Mitchell, City of Yukon 
Carolyn Stager, Executive Director  
Missy Dean, Dir of Govtl Relations & Member Svcs  
Ginny Wilson, Legislative Assistant  
Shawn Lepard, OML Contract Lobbyist 
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